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3:00 -4:30 PM

110 Denney Hall
ATTENDEES: Andereck, Breitenberger, Dinan, Hadad, Krissek, Singer, Valco, Vankeerbergen, Von Frese
AGENDA: 
1. Approval of 2-20-12 minutes  
· Typo in Geography 2960 discussion will be fixed.
· Krissek, Valco, unanimously approved
2. Semester conversion of Aviation minor (College of Engineering)  
· ASC will need stipulation included in the minor that at least 6 credits need to be taken at 3000-level or above. Reason that this is now necessary in the semester version: renumbering of some courses from 300 to 2000 level. Since one of the core courses (3 cr) is upper-level, at least 3 credits of the electives need to be at upper-level.
· It would be convenient to have the ASC semester advising sheet as well. The ASC advising sheet will contain language specifying the minimum number of upper-level credit hours (first bullet point).
· Krissek, Singer, approved with contingency
3. Discussion: criteria for BA-only Natural Science GE courses.  Guests: 3:30PM: Dave Andereck and Caroline Breitenberger.  

· The question is whether we should maintain the distinction going forward.

· This is an ASC issue—hence the distinction was not incorporated in the curriculum.osu.edu system.
· D. Andereck: BA-only Physical Sc courses do not have a heavy math emphasis (perhaps a bit of algebra and trigonometry). They are more “math appreciation” courses. Students who take BS should have higher math requirements. Quantifying that is more difficult, however.

· Biological Sc: C. Breitenberger sees it more as a case of non-major versus major courses. Non-major courses put less emphasis on concepts and specific content. Major courses include more rigorous content and concepts. 
· Q: What would happen if we did away with differentiation in GE courses? 

· One Panel member: Science majors would not be very affected. However, students completing, for example, a BS in Economics would be able to take “easier” courses.
· Other Panel member: BS students have to master increased knowledge in their major. However, in the past, it has been deemed important for BS students to take more challenging courses in other science areas as well (not just their major). So in that sense, BS students could be affected as well. 

· How about data analysis? Example in the biological sciences: Biology 101 (BA-only): students collect data once in the course; in Biology 113 and 114 (BA & BS): there would typically be 4 or 5 data collection and analysis (graphing, regression, etc.) exercises.
· The question about differentiating BA-BA/BS GE Natural Science courses can also be tied to lab experiences. 

· Over the course of the discussion, Panel decides that in order to differentiate BA/BS Natural Science GE courses from BA-only courses, a course should at least fulfill some or all of the following criteria. Notice that the presence of one or more of these criteria in a course would not automatically guarantee that the course would be deemed suitable for both BA and BS students. The presence of one or more of these criteria would make the course eligible to be considered for both BA and BS students.  

· Advanced math requirements of the course (specifically, pre-Calculus for BA or Calculus for BS); 

· Sophisticated scientific knowledge and reliance on other scientific knowledge from other disciplines;
· More intensive use of data collection and analysis; 
· Course could potentially serve as an immediate prerequisite for a major course in the sciences;
· Whether the course is intended for majors in that discipline;
· Lab inclusion would not be mandatory but if included might need to have particular rigor for data analysis and also for some number of formal lab reports;

· Course would need to be consistent with level of currently approved BA/BS Natural Science GE courses. 

